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nepovtei that the Burma Govemment we e tak: 3 steps to
control illegal immigration into the Uniw. 7 Sircendher
problems of illegal Immigration and abserbing the vast,
quaeign population are eSsential to the surv:l.val--@f- ﬁ“ﬂ a,

2. The new Ministry of Immigration was set up on -
June 1, 1957, with Sao Tun Aye, a Shan A.F.P.F.L. politican,
as Mlnlster., His responsmllltles are to administer all
laws relating to ilmmigration, citizenship, national
registration, foreigners' registration and laws covering

- the transfer of immoveable property insofar as they affect
foreigners. To perform these tasks the Ministry have
already engaged about 500 civilil servants and propose to
build up to a total staff of 1,200. The most important
department from the point of view of national policy is the
Foreigner's Registration Department and this was taken over
by the new Ministry only on January 1 of thls year. e
understand that it 15 in a state of total chaos.

_l

3. It is hard to say how many foreigners there are in
Burma at present. A¥t1016 11 of the Constitution lays 1t. -
down that all members, or first or second gene}ﬂat.wm &
descendants, of "the 1nd1%enous races of Burma" are cit -~-iz_ ,. g
.t]ﬂBI’S who qual { residence may apply _fOF:_ w@ 7 ,_Iab m;.qam _j-;
. nsus ‘GE &r tmen have Ollt—@f-da ﬂ e “EW" e |
49 forei; _"'e:r;s mallly I’l@lﬂs , D Kiste Chinese

~ recerds.

accepted m tl:le press 15 ; ta

' SRS e 5 T~ a8 Bt 10 R A
S a1 &1, ‘*” " ' Lj 11 :m re) {C J 3 ﬂ \-ﬁ.—% ] .5 M,ng?u“{” 1 LI e Al i MR
a ‘-J:',..' e Mg i o g e cth "'i? 7 "-"‘.i“" : .-_-"_' v 1{ F=tal + T ';_". nt.S. ERfle
%. ETL‘T[K'IF il awel llne -...;{HL-‘ 1;11{_} 1!1 E T n'..ﬂ' |U A L,___ . ':.-.;_. ‘?"-.. 3O *‘i cllLl'a -
L"’ _ e s :;-,I-,-:r’-..' S~ {‘_* )

= 3
. _y ™ -
e : U .'H-t-l [
- e . .-.l; oY 4



"~ have been granted. It was recently stated in the House
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- Tirst of these two tasks is that of the Forei: '

- Registration Department, but it is made vgrelggg?cult b
the Tact that the bulk of them - particulag'{y the Indi E
are 1lliterate labourers. Ille%al imnigration, on thg.ns A

other hand, is to be checked by "four lines of Hdefence' .

Tirst, lmmigration posts on the border; second patrolé

travelling on mules or horses along the mountain paths

which are used by the illegal entrants; third, flvin
squads which pounce upon boats, trainé and molor tLraffic
used by the entrants on the maln lines of communication:
and fourth, and most important, investigation squads who
check the towns in search of those who manage to evade
detection by the first three lines of defencs., These
investigation squads have been extremely active throughout
g%eoggolg ofi 1957'1‘k %ltoge%her ghgy have checked over
; people 1n liKely sSpots and have found u
O per cent to be illegal 1z;*)n’c,rants. | e

4, These measures have been energetically applied but i
1s_doubtful whether they are suffi%ient toyac I:‘lj.eve a g o
solution of the problem. They may make it a little more
difficult for illegal immigrants to enter Burma and stay
nere, but they do not tackle the main difficulties, which
are as follows, ; .

9., In the first place, in a country with a population ef
anything up to 2,000,000 foreigners, 1t is essential to
decide quickly and once and for all who 1s going to remain
a foreigner and who is not. A great number of the
foreigners living here - many of them born here, or with
fathers axd even grandfathers born here, and certalnl
fulfilling the residence qualifications of Article 1l -

-

earnestly desire to become Burma citizens and tens or

hundreds of thousands of their applications have been
outstanding now ever since Independence.  DBetween
January 4, 1948 and August 30, 1956 only 7,379 applic

TN

Peoples in India that a total of 6,246 Indians had received
Burmese citizenship up to November, 1957. The Hindu and
‘Muslim societies 1in Burma are consiant,ly petitioning the
Burma Government to deal with outstanding applications. 106
~ entire Gurkha community of Upper B S appLl
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those app Shop il they would ¢t é --- cince 8

duce the number of allens to manageab e g op ertiens,
u

there were still too many they could intro e
legislation against them with a view to forcgg d%ﬁﬁ”%,‘?%m
of many more to their countries of origin. Bt at the

moment they are simply beating the air, trying to
of far more people nén they can manage. yItglg qﬁg traek

beyond the competence of the Ministry to keep track even of

pirths and deaths amongst this great population.

Sic A 1essar difficulty is that existing Burmese
regulatlons tend to provoke illegal immigration in the most

~difficult area, the border with Pakistan. The population

on both sides of the border is Chittagonian Muslim, and

1t has always been the practice for those north of the
border in Pakistan to move south during the paddy
cultivating season and to return home when their work was
finished. = There is also a steady movement of permanent
immigrants southwards towards the rich and relatively
thinly-populated rice lands of North Arakan. = It is almost
impossible for the frontier authorities to keep any check,

- Ssince there are endless jungle paths which the 1m1grants

can use. And now, apart from the impossibility of
expecting people of this sort to obtain passpor ald..w_sas
they are not allowed to take home the frults of Shioie S

 labours. Therefore they prefer to come into the country .
seeret,l;l( and leave in the same way and will em’o aﬂg
S0 unti they are allowed to come and go fm ly without =
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Finally, as was suggest enclo SULY LOIOHE
let.t.eP under’ reference, the Burmese hav& ’IL ws of
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- . them indefinitely in jajils - £x.

B e o H1T0ghT Lmi fratgon DG S90S, (There

Py O several thousands prob

~ year.) The proble boovably still enter each
gf Pakistani proolem fortunately g _

claiming political refuge, and in order tg smecs - cron of

expulsions new legislation has been introduggde(‘gougnable

immigration officers to deport v “ _
magistrate. éport without recourse to a

8. The best thing which can be saig for the ' Woa
1s that it is very profitable to the Burma Eovgxlzgggg%po%égy
fee Tor residence permits has been raised to K. 100 and the.
annual registration fee to K. 50. Apart from discouraging
the poorer foreigners who certainly cannot afford sSuch a
sum, thils should bring in a very large amount indeed to the
Treasury and we know that when the Covernment were
considering how to raise more texation at the time when they
were re-wrltling the four year plan they relied to quite a
large extent on this tax upon foreigners. The other side of
the picture, however, is that a great deal of money is

% passing into the hands of the police and to the Foreigners!
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- Registration Department 1n the form of bribes for the issue
of certificates. Furthermore Chinese who have entered the
country illegally have been reported as paylng prices
ranging from K. 700 to K. 2000 for forged documents.

9. To sum up, the Government 1s now making some effort to
cope with the problem of foreigners.  The Forelgners'
Registration Department are carrying out intensive checks
an% the frontiers are being more carefully controlled than
in the past. All of this, however, will not be sufficlent.
The Covernment must face the issue of whether they are going
to grant Burmese nationality to ThoSe respectable aliens
settled in Burma who wish to make Burma thelr country.
Meanwhile foreigners are a profitable source of income.

' 10. We are sending copies of this letter to Karaehi, Haw
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