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UNHCR: Rohingya crisis needs lasting solutions

This is a summary of what was said by UNHCR spokesperson Andrej Mahecic - to whom quoted text
may be attributed - at today's press briefing at the Palais des Nations in Geneva.
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Rohingya children at a child-friendly space in Kutupalong refugee camp, Bangladesh, in July 2019. © UNHCR/Antoine Tardy

By Andrej Mahecic > UNHCR spokesperson.

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, is calling for renewed support and solutions for displaced and stateless Rohingya
communities both within and outside of Myanmar today.

Three years on from the latest exodus of Rohingya refugees who fled Myanmar and sought sanctuary in Bangladesh from August
2017 onwards, challenges persist and continue to evolve. The COVID-19 pandemic has added additional complexities. The
international community must not only maintain support for refugees and their host communities, but adapt to critical needs
and expand the search for solutions.

Rohingya communities estimate that up to three-quarters of the Rohingya people are today living outside of Myanmar. UNHCR
and the Government of Bangladesh have individually registered over 860,000 Rohingya refugees in the refugee settlements in
Cox’s Bazar. Bangladesh has demonstrated a profound humanitarian commitment to Rohingya refugees. It has ensured their
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protection and extended life-saving humanitarian support, and now hosts nine out of ten Rohingya refugees registered in the
Asia-Pacific region. This generosity must be acknowledged through continued investment in both Rohingya refugees and
Bangladeshi host communities.

Ultimately, the solution to the plight of the Rohingya lies in Myanmar, and in comprehensively implementing the
recommendations of the Advisory Commission on Rakhine State, to which the Government of Myanmar has committed.

Creating conditions that are conducive to the Rohingya people’s safe and sustainable return will require whole of society
engagement, resuming and enhancing the dialogue between the Myanmar authorities and Rohingya refugees, as well as other
measures that help inspire trust. These include lifting restrictions on freedom of movement, reconfirming that internally
displaced Rohingya can return to their own villages and providing a clear pathway towards citizenship.

Outside of Myanmar, our collective efforts must be directed not only to ensuring the dignity and well-being of the Rohingya
today but also on preserving their hopes and improving prospects for their futures. This means working towards lasting
solutions not only in Myanmar itself, but also through study and work opportunities outside of countries of asylum, and third-
country pathways for those with the most acute vulnerabilities.

The strength and resilience of the Rohingya people in exile in Bangladesh and elsewhere have formed the backbone of the
humanitarian response over the past three years, and supported the communities hosting them in turn. Respecting and
recognizing their courage and capacities means ensuring they are not forgotten as the crisis enters a fourth year.

Source: https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2020/8/5f3e60124/unhcr-rohingya-crisis-needs-lasting-
solutions.html
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& Three' ears after she fled.to Banglade‘gh&ohmgya refugee Nur Ayna :

shares her memones of Myanmar, experiences in exile, a?nd hopes forthe ™\
future.

Rohingya refugee Nur Ayna poses for a portrait at Kutupalong refugee camp, Bangladesh,
where she teaches children.
© UNHCRY/Iffath Yeasmine

Rohingya refugee NurAyna poses for a portrait at Kutupalong refugee camp, Bangladesh, where she teaches
children. © UNHCR/Iffath Yeasmine

‘We all miss home, but we cannot go back to the same fear’

Three years affter she fled to Bangladesh, Rohingya refugee NurAyna shares her memornies
of Myanmar, experiences in exile, and hopes for the future fear’

By Nur Ayna in Kutupalong camp, Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh > 21 August 2020

Following an outbreak of extreme violence in Myanmar’s western Rakhine state in August 2017, more than
740,000 Rohingya children, women and men sought safety in Bangladesh as refugees - among them
18-year-old Nur Ayna.
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Today, Nur works as a Burmese language instructor at a learning centre in Kutupalong refugee camp, in Cox’s Bazar district.
She reflects here on life in Myanmar - where the Rohingya are a stateless minority - her experiences as a refugee, and hopes
for the future.

“In Myanmar, we had our lands where we grew flowers, vegetables and many plants. We had a big house where all the family
members lived together. The violence and the killing drove us to leave our homes. They burnt houses in my neighbourhood. They
shot and killed a lot of people in my village. We were living with fear every day. When we finally decided to leave, we had no
other option.

o See also: UNHCR: Rohingya crisis needs lasting solutions

It was the most difficult journey of my life. We walked for 13 days and nights. To cross the river, my family used a handmade
bamboo raft. There were a lot of people with us - | couldn’t say what the number was, it was so huge.

Today in Bangladesh, we are three siblings living with our mother in the same house. My elder sister is married and lives with
her in-laws in a different camp. | have some other relatives in the camps too, but we are no longer living like we used to in
Myanmar. We are all scattered in different camps. But what more can we expect while we're living in a refugee camp?
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NurAyna (right) interacts with a Rohingya refugee student at Kutapalong refugee camp, Bangladesh. © UNHCR/Iffath
Yeasmine

I miss my home and gardens a lot, but mostly | miss going to my school and studying. | didn’t have to work there - we had
enough to afford a living. But here | have to work to support my family. | miss my old life in Myanmar.

Before the COVID-19 outbreak, | taught Rohingya children at the Mango Temporary Learning Centre in Kutupalong. We did not
have much to teach them, but the children still enjoyed coming. They learned the alphabet, numeracy, Burmese poems and
songs, and enjoyed the time with their friends. But the coronavirus pandemic has changed all of our lives.
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Now we cannot go to the learning centres as the students cannot gather for classes anymore. So we are offering home classes
as often as we can. We visit door to door to see our students and help them with their studies, so that they do not forget their
lessons. Itis not easy to check in on all the students at the same time. We miss doing our classes at the learning centres.

« See also: ‘If COVID-19 arrives in the camp, it will be devastating’

Here in the refugee camps, we are living on donations; we depend on them completely. We live in shelters made from tarpaulins
and bamboo. It is always difficult to live here. But | think education is the biggest problem. We do not have quality education
here: we only have basic education. It is not enough for anyone who wants a proper education and future.

I used to go to school in Myanmar, but we were not allowed to study further than high school. I only studied until the eighth
grade at my school in Myanmar. We faced great discrimination. Some young boys and girls here in the camps also wish to have
formal and higher education, but we have no country and no government to give us that.

I do not have children, | am not yet married, but | want formal education for our future generation. I hope someday we will have
formal education for the Rohingya community. | have hope.

‘We all miss home, but we cannot
go back to the same fear’

Three years after she fled to Bangladesh, Rohingya refugee NurAyna shares her memories of Myanmar, experiences in exile,
and hopes for the future fear’

leaving Myanmar, our lives have changed completely. We do feel safe here, but we constantly think about our homes in
Myanmar. | miss our home, our land, our garden and our everyday life in Myanmar. | wish to return home and get everything
back. We all miss home, but we cannot go back to the same fear.

I want to go back in safety and as citizens of Myanmar. | still hope that this will be possible if the international community puts
pressure on Myanmar.” As fold to Iffath Yeasmine ##
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