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rr,te, uurma P0K1$enng, N0]J, r€0 rurq quL )

Nowadays thefe are a ot ofcres agalnst Rohlnqya s natona iq and

indigenous stat!5 But we r{enty qot a very ifrportant and authentic

hstorcal primary source materal which prov6 the antquity ol

Rohlngya s ethni.ity. That is, the Sritish East Ind a co., Administdtorof

chlttaqonq province, Malor R.E. RoberG wrote an essay "r{n accolntof

AEkan"atlsamabad (Chittagong) nllne 1777, Heed Ahostthree

fourths otthe inhabtants or Rekheng (Rakhne) ae said to be natves

of Benga or descendant of 5uch who.onnanty pray that the Enqlsh

may send a force to delv€r them from then sbvery and restore them to

the rcountry In that.ase they have aqreed afronq themse ves to assist

therdelvere6 to the utmost their power (See in:Ascanie 3,1999. P:

142-150)

That sthe unden ab e fact that more than three hundred yeare aqo

majoriry popuatinq of Ar.kan was llLsim or Rohiiqyas or naUve of

Benqal. It 5 a wonder why some are qoiiq to d€ny it. Let alone the

theree fourth, today's one thnd of total Rakhine state populaton: the

Rohingya sholld have a p ace of id genous status in Rakhine State.
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3-.fala 'e! r/so 6'trt t6d:%t 4(of Eo3r{J 'i.
do 5p&5;!S' [$ao'w, 1.,s. er:9 ":r d: " Mo?,!

I +-r' {d@or:ry.
I shal began with Burma Lanquage as being at pesent the most

pre@lant. There are ioLr diaects of t. that ofthe Surma proper: that

ofArakan, that oi Yo, and that of renaserlm .

d%E qFod,.4 G$doD:3?6?o?E: @eg@,-p!
Th€ Proper nauves of Arakan, G thems€ v€s Yakain, which name

s a so commonly 9ven to them by the Burmas. By the peopl€ of Peq!

theyar€ namedTak n, Bythe 8€nqaLNisdus, at -"ast by such of them

as hav€ been settl€d n arakan, the country s caled Rossawn, fom

whence, I suppose, l4.Renne has been induced to make a country

nafred Roshawn occupy pat of his map, not conceiving that t would

be Arakan, (Arakan rtudofrito"E Roshdm o?cD soelc?E

6+q6JI.€Ese: ) orthe kinqdom or J,rues, as w€ oft€n.aLlt (qlE

o? 4opo 6o6.!cirodt
The Mohammedans s€tted at Arakan G the country Rov ngaw, the

(h anothef paralraph Buchanam Says) I sha now add three

diaects spoken in Burma.mpre, but evldently derv€d rrom |re

anquaqe ofN ndu naton

The first sthat spoken by th€ l.lohammdans, who have been ong

serr ed n Arakan and who calthemscves Rooinga or natve orAakan.

d@isod q{tc?s ra 16 .pPooE "fld8.ip" cir4eep:

fur6E e, ooT.sr6+sd, m6i]iep6E o.$ eo6c8c8EEE:

ocp6jr, oeq o4L.o 3o+3,6c?E eL6:Eo.l {.iq$i 4
DDo@.od q?E\,ifl q$o@$"c86h
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the Hindu of Acka., I pMufed it from a B€hmef and his attendanq

who had ben bought to Ama6pura by The Kng,s eld€stson on his

Ebrm frcm the conqued of Acka., They c kn dlem* ve Roswn,
and for what reason I do not Know, wanted to peEuade me that thei6
was the common Languae of Arakan.Both these tribs (f4ohammedans

and Hindus)by $e r€a nativs ofAEkan, are..ted Kutalw YaKain or

Jicr6F?t. qlt$+ b+oEeol'soo.56 oEorrout Roo nsa

or Native or AEkan tg RGwm {.reF 4@$016 fu+icE t!
@E poeirod, .lsdj Rooinsa (Rohineya) qlEhld \36!qp!
cqc66[ ono@E(anbquity) Gsrrod' oEctr@loo? $EcE e
?otaeFodl.66r o?E:qt!s:(c?o)ft<no{t$!9r c@d*E;fo
Sodl' 8!rchanai o o.6o.6!i the ast dited or the Hindlstane

which I sha I menuon is that of a p@p e a ted by the Bumas Akyobat,

manv of whom a@ slav6 at Amaraoura

vrBucha.an o o.6$6d 'Sbuoo,"i {r"l *Er
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In Ost- rndien disitsdes Gange in Ardkan Snddie z*y
Sp6chen t4i<hengen der benuchbarten, Rooinga or order Ruinga rcn

Hindi, Rukheng (S.Arakan) and AEbirhen Gesprochen von dortigen
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G.et qltEd4 AD soo lsoo@,?6, Arakan*; rhek i4ustim

Ki.dom, ndependent ln AD 14s, 156 Centun$; bter abelbed by
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have been an advance-guard ofBurmaswho began to cross

the Rakhaing Yoma in the nnth century.
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Forchhamma doe9: The ea est dawn of the hnory dr Arak.n
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Ka adan and Lemro rive.s, inhabit€d bysoaournersrrom hd a,Govemed
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rive6, hils, cit es beaf namesofAryan orgii.(Frrchhamma, 1913, t)
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Tb€to Burma speakiig peoples: these werc th€ Mrama (in
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Paqan ther@ptaland the Peopl€ aho were to rue Ar'Kan

and cal them5elves Rakhain(Rakhalng)
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Rohingya/Roh dqya anquaqe has been orn. a!v recoqn zed and req *ercd 0v

rso, rnternationa o4an Tatici ror standJdnation, a5 bP'nq one of the wodd

uiique lanquaqes Ihsoffr.i anioun.emeit has been done bv slL.oRG 0n

its !€bst€ { htp://wwvJ.s orc/s0639-3/documentatonasp?id=lhq ) which

says effe.tive rron luly 13,2007 Rohinqva/R0hingva Lanquaqe ias oeen ap

proved as an activ. indvtua Lvinq anglaqe 3nd hen.e assqn.d a unque

dentF.r lso 639'3 RHc as beng amonq the re.ogtrtred Lanquaqes 0r me

word. sILoRG G thcoffrca nte of lhe lso 639 3languaqe Reqistraton Au'

thor ty and thus is ih. oiLy one rrthoded bv Iso as stated n the r website (

htpr{w'r.s o,q/iso6re 3/derauLt.asp )

1d. io..dt.ooq.dddo v o odn d 
^qo 

\dr dd a 0a-1

foi6 to study about Rohngya peopc and tlrer wf[nq svslems namerY 0i

Arabic s.rpt, Hanh S(pt and Latrn snipt (RohnqvaLch) on l0lan 2007,

he hrs subn tted a p.dposa ( http://$w{ s orq/ so6le rtr het2006 043

pdr) tD abroqatethe lso anquaqe code .t bltspliitinton4o; dg for

chitaqoi and rhq for Roh nqya asthe tlvo are ds[i.t !]vnq p6pe n

djf|elent anqUiqcs, .U|tures and wti9
systems. Hehasaso submitted anotrr.r proposa (htp //$lt.e orq,'is.6re

3/.r fret2006 043 rhq pdr )to.reat.a Roh nqva/Rohinqra Laiquaqere.ord

amonq th. word anqurqe list as c iks ( httpl/www3

ors/ so63e r/.hs dets arprd=2006043 ) and (htp://wtwslorq/so6le

l/do.um.itat on.asp? d=,rrq )

AGothankstoEiq MorrdnnedSddqtcfLho,on2Sxar.h200lha5subntted

.omm.ns ( ftp://ftp.3Lofg/ s06391/.f fr etcurenrconnrents/2006 0{3

.m1.odf )about thedeveDpnent hstory 0f a l0ur rrdnq svstems rrcm Afa

o drd b'd "ooD
r st.q. s o.e Rohlngva sh ha5 qot distin.t

supero,q over al



.e1 &.F
Rohingt€ Wdtinq Syslem (Rohingya sh) and henc. to asqn an .pprcpnat€
IS0 od€ lor it. Afrer more Ltan 6 months of sttrdy ov€r the issue, rso has
fina ryannounce! $e €oon ton of Roh ngya pftpte, then/anguaqeano Fetr
mooern wtunq s'stem (Roh nqyatish) on 13 July 2007 with immed ate effd.
The 6na approval .a^ be viewed wth its approvarstamp on the h6t paqe,
at sIL website tink (http://wws .orq/s0639-3/n fierpastcomhents/cR
cbmments 2006 043.pdf ). The approvat for the anquage part was qeneF
al/y based on hk .ontriburons ro rhe Rohinqya anquage websre ( http://
w rcnrngyaLanguage.om ) but parucuLa y based on rhe ar,cle ( hrpr/
en.w k pedra.orq/w ki,/Rohinqya lanquaqe I conkibuH to $e word fanous
onriie frce encydoped a known as W k pedta.

(1) hr3rreq!4r plpPr b) fr.onad N!d
!N!, rss$.qq 1e63s 1K Ner2$c

(htp://en.wibp€nt.orc/w k /Roh neya anquaee) and other uN Epotu.

c) tuqle<pap€rtor RDh neya bnsr
(http / w s oq/ e5rq 3/cr li es/2006 c\43 ftq.pdr )
(3) commenb on Mr H!,* p.Fr by E. M. s ddique
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